
 

 

 
 

August 4, 2009 

 NEWS RELEASE #15  
 
CANADIAN FAVOURITES RETURN WITH GALAS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 
 
Toronto – The Toronto International Film Festival is pleased to announce the addition of three Gala Presentations and five 
Special Presentations to the programming lineup for this year’s Festival, running September 10 to 19. Canadian favourites include Jay 
Baruchel, Atom Egoyan, Don McKellar, Dilip Mehta, Ruba Nadda, Sandra Oh, Christopher Plummer, Saul Rubinek, Lisa Ray, Peter 
Stebbings and Jacob Tierney   
 
Ticket packages for the Festival are now available for purchase by cash, debit or Visa†. Purchase online at tiff.net/thefestival, by phone 
at 416-968-FILM or 1-877-968-FILM (10 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday, closed weekends and holidays) or in person at the 
Festival Box Office at Nathan Phillips Square (10 a.m. to 7 p.m., seven days a week), located at 100 Queen Street West, in the white 
tent, west of the square.  
 

GALAS 
 
Chloe  Atom Egoyan, France/Canada                 World Premiere  
Catherine (Julianne Moore), a successful doctor, suspects her husband David (Liam Neeson), a handsome music professor, is cheating 
on her. To lay her suspicions and fears to rest, she hires an irresistible young woman, Chloe (Amanda Seyfried), to test David’s fidelity. 
Chloe’s torrid tales of her encounters with David lead Catherine on a journey of sexual and sensual re-discovery. But by opening the 
door to temptation, she puts her family in great danger. 
 
Cooking with Stella  Dilip Mehta, Canada               World Premiere  
A warmhearted social satire about a Canadian diplomat (Lisa Ray) and her chef husband Michael (Don McKellar) who are posted to 
New Delhi. Upon arrival they inherit a household of Indian servants headed by the charming, totally inspiring – and wily – cook, Stella 
(Seema Biswas). When Stella agrees to become Michael’s cooking guru, to teach him traditional Indian dishes, little does he know that 
she’s cooking up a scheme of her own. 
 
The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus  Terry Gilliam, United Kingdom/Canada                   North American Premiere 
This fantastical morality tale tells the story of Dr. Parnassus and his travelling show, the extraordinary ‘Imaginarium’. Blessed with the 
remarkable gift of guiding the imaginations of others, Dr. Parnassus is cursed with a dark secret. An inveterate gambler, thousands of 
years ago he made a bet with the devil, Mr. Nick, and won immortality. Centuries later, on meeting his one true love, Dr. Parnassus 
made another deal with the devil, trading his immortality for youth, on the condition that when his daughter reached her sixteenth 
birthday, she would become the property of Mr. Nick.  

 
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

 
Cairo Time  Ruba Nadda, Canada/Ireland                  World Premiere 
Juliette (Patricia Clarkson), a magazine editor, arrives in Cairo to meet her husband Mark (Tom McCamus), a UN official in Gaza. When 
he is unavoidably delayed, Mark sends his friend and former security officer Tareq (Alexander Siddig) to show her around the city. As 
she gets used to the customs and rhythm of life in Cairo, Juliette finds herself falling not only for the city’s charms, but for Tareq as well.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
Defendor  Peter Stebbings, Canada                 World Premiere 
Reality intersects with delusion in the mind of Arthur Poppington (Woody Harrelson), a regular man who adopts a superhero persona 
known as Defendor, and combs the city streets at night in search of his arch-enemy, Captain Industry.  In his attempts to combat crime 
and bring down Captain Industry, a drug and weapons dealer who he mistakenly blames for the death of his mother, Defendor ends up 
befriending a young prostitute, Katerina Debrofkowitz (Kat Dennings).  Armed with unconventional weapons of mass confusion, aided by 
his new friend, and putting his life on the line, Defendor proves that everyone is capable of making a difference.  
 
Hugh Hefner: Playboy, Activist and Rebel  Brigitte Berman, Canada               World Premiere 
An intimate look at the outspoken, flamboyant founder of the Playboy empire. With humour and insight, the film captures Hefner’s fierce 
battles with the government, the religious right and militant feminists. Rare footage and compelling interviews with a remarkable who’s 
who of 20th Century American pop culture, present a brilliant and entertaining snapshot of the life of an extraordinary man and the 
controversies that surrounded him. 

 
J’ai Tué Ma Mère  Xavier Dolan, Canada                        English Canada Premiere  
Hubert, a brash 17-year-old, is confused and torn by a love-hate relationship with his mother that consumes him more and more each 
day. After distressing ordeals and tragic episodes, Hubert will find his mother on the banks of Saint Lawrence river, where he grew up, 
and where a murder will be committed: the murder of childhood.  
 
The Trotsky  Jacob Tierney, Canada                 World Premiere  
Leon Bronstein (Jay Baruchel) is not your average Montreal West high school student. For one thing, none of his peers can claim to be 
the reincarnation of early 20th century Soviet iconoclast and Red Army hero, Leon Trotsky. When his father (Saul Rubinek) sends Leon 
to public school as punishment for starting a hunger strike at Papa’s clothing factory, Leon quickly lends new meaning to the term 
“student union,” determined as he is to live out his pre-ordained destiny to the fullest and change the world. 
 
 

The Special Presentations programme is made possible through the generous  
sponsorship of American Movie Classics Company LLC. 

 
About TIFF: TIFF is a charitable, not-for-profit, cultural organization whose mission is to transform the way people see the world. Its vision is to lead the world in creative and cultural 
discovery through the moving image. TIFF generates an annual economic impact of $67 million CAD and currently employs more than 100 full-time staff, 500 part-time and seasonal staff, 
and counts upon the largesse of over 2,000 volunteers year-round. 

 
About TIFF Bell Lightbox: Currently under construction, TIFF Bell Lightbox, a breathtaking five-storey complex located in downtown Toronto, will provide a permanent home for film lovers 
to celebrate cinema from around the world and will propel TIFF forward as an international leader in film culture. Designed by innovative architecture firm KPMB, TIFF Bell Lightbox’s fluid 
structure encourages exploration, movement and play. The campaign to build TIFF Bell Lightbox is generously supported by founding sponsor Bell, the Government of Canada and the 
Province of Ontario, the King and John Festival Corporation – consisting of the Reitman family and the Daniels Corporation – RBC as major sponsor and official bank, Visa†, the Copyright 
Collective of Canada, NBC Universal Canada, the Allan Slaight Family, the Brian Linehan Charitable Foundation and CIBC. The Board of Directors, staff and many generous individuals 
and corporations have also contributed to the campaign. For more information on the TIFF Bell Lightbox campaign, visit belllightbox.ca. 
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For further information, contact the Communications Department at 416-934-3200 or by email at proffice@tiff.net. 


